Article: August 9th, 2011
Verde River Days
‘A River Runs Thru It’

Elizabeth Gerstner and Wendy Harford (sustainable environment, visionary artists) have come together this year to present you with ‘NATURE GALLERY’,  ‘A River Runs Thru It’.

The gallery will provide artists an opportunity to create directly with natural source and community a chance to interact and experience art thru the eyes of nature. 

Somehow in our busy lives we have turned to shutting nature out!  Behind that door or window or screen, somehow we must protect ourselves from NATURE. Racing along in our toxic fume vehicles we forget to stop and regain the sense of our wellbeing when in balance with nature, inhale the perfume of a rain swept day...

Verde River Days, NATURE GALLERY,  ‘A River Runs Thru It’ offers you an incredible opportunity as an individual or group to participate in harmony, creating in/with nature! Elizabeth and Wendy will be busy the whole week prior to THE DAY (September 24th 9a to 4:30p):  

1. BANNER PROJECT: We will be stringing up a rope to represent a river running thru the forest: community will be invited to create banner pieces (drawings & paintings) based on the theme of the Verde River Greenway and Unique Riparian Habitat to hang along the rope, later to be sewn together in an ever growing re-useable banner. In fact you can start your banner pieces right now and bring them along to display.  18” by 18” squares of recycled linens (old sheets) any medium will be welcome, vegetable based pigments are preferred!
2. NATURE GALLERY: Gathering natural materials for natural creations. Artists are being invited to come and play and create in our nature gallery of mud, sand, twigs, grasses, stones, pebbles, to display their work and encourage community interaction with composition and creation!

3. Wendy will be promoting her ‘STORY QUILT’, ‘A River Runs Thru It’ and needs you to bring your stories of adventures along the Verde River / Sycamore Canyon area.  Her booth will be at the head of the ‘River Runs Thru It’ banner walk.  Your stories will be selected and turned into a visual painting/drawing, turned into a quilting square, culminating in performance created around your stories!

4. Setting up the entire NATURE GALLERY area, organizing and facilitating an orientation night for the participating artists and gallery volunteers based on the work of Andy Goldsworthy.

5. Setting up a display area for RECYCLED ART, your work must be juried and accepted by the NATURE GALLERY committee prior to display and displayed only in specified area(s)

6. And all the other stuff that goes on behind the scenes for such a wonderful community event as this.  We intend to make our NATURE GALLERY an annual Verde River and Verde Birdie event, as well as a possible traveling event so watch for more opportunities!

Please drop by on Verde River Days, introduce yourselves to the NATURE GALLERY folks, participate and contribute, sign up on our ‘Keep You Posted’ E-list and participate in creating/playing with/in nature.  

YES WE DO NEED VOLUNTEERS! If you can give a couple of hours to be a NATURE GALLERY host or hostess, help set up, help clean up, don’t hesitate to get in touch!

Contact Info: 
Elizabeth: Email to: maidofearth@msn.com  or voice mail 301-3184
Wendy:  cetaceanconversation@yahoo.com or voice mail 300-8592. 

